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n{ Signs of Wind

ll‘ You can’t see wind, but you can feel it. Your

hair blows in the wind. You can also see the
wind making things move. Tree branches

bend. Kites fly up in the sky.
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!‘Moving Air

»{ Wind is moving air. The sun warms the

ground, and the air near the ground gets
warmer. This warmer air is lighter, so it moves
up. Cooler air moves down to where the warm
air was before. This moving of warm air and

cool air makes wind.
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n‘ Kinds of Wind

#{Wind comes from different directions.
A weather vane shows the wind’s direction.
Wind also moves at different speeds. Wind
that moves at a slow speed is gentle. Wind

that moves at a fast speed is very strong.
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»{ Winds That Help

#{Wind helps people in many ways. When
it is hot, wind helps people feel cool. Wind
moves sailboats over the water. People use the

wind to make flour from wheat and corn, with

machines called windmills.
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1 People also use wind to make electricity.

A wind tower has three arms that turn in the
wind. The turning arms make electricity. It
takes a lot of wind to make electricity. Not

all places get an equal amount of wind. Places
near hills and seas get more wind. People often

build wind towers near these places.

[ W|nd tower
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n‘ Winds That Hurt

"‘Sometimes winds hurt people. Strong

winds can do a lot of damage. A tornado is a
very strong wind. It can reach the speed of a
fast train. A tornado can pull trees out of the

ground and break buildings apart.
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n{ Sometimes storms with strong winds begin
over the sea. Lightning may not flash in the
sky with this kind of storm. But it is still
dangerous. The winds blow the sea and make

big waves. When the winds get near the shore,

the pounding waves can hurt people.
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n{ When a storm is coming, storm warnings
tell people to beware. People watch storm
warnings on the television or listen on the
radio. A storm warning helps people prevent
damage from the wind. People make their

homes safe before the wind starts. Some people

leave their homes and go to safe places.
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n{ When there is a storm, the wind is strong
and dangerous. After the storm ends, the wind
is slow and gentle again. On most days, the
wind is helpful. It helps people work and

have fun!
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{ Responding

WAL E (T Main Ideas and Details
hat details did you learn about the wind?
Copy and fill in the web below.

Can break Can move
buildings sailboats

The wind
helps and
hurts people.

Text to Text Think of another book you
know about weather. Write a few
sentences to summarize the ideas in that
book. Remember to tell only the most
important ideas.
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(| ' '/ TARGET VOCABULARY

bend flash
beware pounding
damage prevent
equal reach

n‘ﬁm Main Ideas and Details

Tell important ideas and details about a
topic.

n‘ Visualize Picture what

is happening as you read.

n{GENRE Informational text gives facts
about a topic.
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